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Make History in a 
Legendary Setting

The first day of the rest of your life needs a setting worthy of 

the story you are about to embark on. The Lodge at 

Leathem Smith is a historic resort with a storied past set on 

the waterfront of beautiful Sturgeon Bay, WI.

Winter, spring, summer or fall, the Lodge and Leathem 

Smith will provide a fairytale experience. Smith will provide a fairytale experience. Smith will provide a fairytale experience. Smith will provide a fairytale experience. 

.  Up to 600 Guests

.  Indoor AND Outdoor Events

.  Waterfront Views

.  Rich Door County History 920-743-5555
www.thelodgeatleathemsmith.com



Loose Diamonds | Color Diamonds | Exotic Gems
Top of the Hill Shops | Fish Creek | Facebook.com/TrilliantDiamonds | 920.264.0839

Custom Designs 

Unique Settings

Exquisite Prices
TRILLIANT

Diamonds & Jewelry
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doorcountyevents.com
carrie@doorcountyevents.com

(920) 839-1114

Local Resources. Local Connections. 
Door County’s Premier Wedding & Event Planner.
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meetthemccartneys.com
photogduo@me.com

@themccartneys

Husband + Wife
Wedding Photographers



8 door wedding | doorwedding.com

Door County is forever a magical place for me. At a young 
age I realized that time spent here turns into treasured 
memories.

Since birth I’ve spent summers stargazing, exploring the 
woods, watching for deer, listening for owls and relishing the 
feeling of being surrounded by natural beauty. It’s also where 
I met my partner, became engaged and — on a sunny, July day 
surrounded by loved ones and Lake Michigan — was married. 
Now, through the first annual issue of Door Wedding, I’m 
overjoyed to share what I’ve learned, along with the stories 
and insights of nine other couples who chose Door County as 
their wedding destination. 

The peninsula is a unique place to plan a wedding; being 
a somewhat remote area with a seasonal, small-town 
personality, there are certain planning elements that require 
extra attention, and until now, there hasn’t been a compilation 
of wedding-planning information to help. We hope to fill 
that gap and inspire couples to plan their event here on this 
special stretch of land. 

While putting together Door Wedding, I knew I’d love getting 
to know the industry more intimately, and I knew it would take 
many (many) hours to narrow down the array of gorgeous 
images. That all ended up being true. What I didn’t expect was 
to find myself completely captivated by the pure joy on the 
faces of these now-married couples.  

When you’re in the thick of planning a wedding (or a wedding 
magazine), it’s all too easy to get caught up in the numbers 
and budgets, lost on the Pinterest boards or distracted by 
possible DIY projects and the latest trends. It is refreshing to 
be reminded that all the detailed decision-making, teamwork 
and complex scheduling is worth it. 

As I gathered insights from the featured couples, I began 
to hear a similar comment again and again: the people and 
communities here on the peninsula were what made their 
event a memorable success. Fantastic scenery and idyllic 
venues aside, the people and communities make Door County 
one of a kind, and they are why it is a treasured place for so 
many to spend time with loved ones. 

For me, the reason I believe Door County is a dream wedding 
destination is this: there’s already magic in the air. No matter 
whether it rains or shines, or the details come together or fall 
short, the location and the presence of loved ones do the 
heavy lifting of creating an ambiance unlike any other. 

I hope you’ll be just as swept away as I was by our featured 
couples, and that Door Wedding serves as an invaluable 
companion on your wedding-planning journey.

Aleah Kidd 

Magdalene Photography

Note from the Editor
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Timeless Elegance in the 
Heart of Door County

Where a Historic Lodge is Exclusively Yours

Select 2019 & 2020 dates available

Chris Miller Photography.

www.maxweltonbraes.com  
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Chris Miller Photography.

www.maxweltonbraes.com  



“We recently held our October 
wedding at Maxwelton and 
it was fabulous! Thyme was 
incredible to work with, the room 
was so warm and inviting, and 
everyone was just lovely and 
accommodating. We were able 
to have guests stay at the Lodge. 
It was just an all around great 
experience!” 
  - Amy Mueller

• Indoor & Outdoor Venue Provide Unlimited Capacity
• On-site Lodging, 18 Hole Golf Course with Tennis & Pickleball
• Restaurant, Bar, and On-site Catering by Renowned Thyme Cuisine
• Classic Door County Hospitality Restored

Contact us for a tour:  weddingsatmax@gmail.com  •  920.839.2321 

Chris Miller Photography.

Artemis Photography.

Victoria Danielle Photography.www.maxweltonbraes.com  

Timeless Elegance in the 
Heart of Door County

Where a Historic Lodge is Exclusively Yours

Select 2019 & 2020 dates available

Chris Miller Photography.

www.maxweltonbraes.com  
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DOOR COUNTY GROWN | CUSTOM ARRANGEMENTS | WEDDINGS | EVENTS | OCCASIONS 

NEW STURGEON BAY RETAIL STORE  920 EGG HARBOR ROAD IN STURGEON BAY

CALL FOR STORE HOURS AND CONSULTATIONS |  920-883-5188 | DOORSFLEURS.COM 

BRUSSELS FARM & ORCHARD  2337 BRUSSELS ROAD IN BRUSSELS

Creating fl orals that tell your story

~ Celebrating 25 Years ~

The essence of  Door County in an historic setting

6746 County Road G • Egg Harbor (5 miles south of  Egg Harbor just off  Hwy 42)
(920) 629-4877 • email: magic@woodwalkgallery.com • www.WoodwalkGallery.com

~ Available Memorial Day Weekend to the first weekend in October ~

A Woodwalk wedding is something to remember!
Are you looking for that unique setting that you can bring a personal touch to? Revel in our historical rural setting 

paired with one of  the top fine art galleries in Door County and Wisconsin.
We offer a unique, Door County experience like no other and combined with our high level of  service and attention to detail, your day 

will be unforgettable. With many options for your ceremony outside or in, dinner in the barn or under a tent adjacent to the barn, it 
is a canvas waiting for you to make your own. You and your guests can enjoy the gallery and surrounding scenic natural landscapes all 

through the evening.
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Door County’s newest year-round event venue is located in the 
charming Village of Egg Harbor and offers sweeping views of 
bay sunsets and surrounding orchards. 

www.kresspavilion.org      |    kresspavilion@villageofeggharbor.org

Britt Higgins Photography 

Britt Higgins Photography Rob Kopecky Photography Gavyn Taylor Photography 

doorcountyweddingstylists@gmail.com
920.818-1313

By Kari Pudlo

Door County 
Wedding Stylists

In Salon and On Location Hair and Make-Up Teams



Fish Creek   Sister Bay   Egg Harbor

coffee & 
pastries 

late night 
gatherings

booking private events now!

perfect for the 
morning of 

weddings, private 
events, lunch 

parties, wedding 
showers, & more!

book one of our restaurants for a private party, 
rehearsal dinner, bridal lunch, & more!

For more information: contact@wildtomatopizza.com

multiple 
packages for 

late night pizza 
delivered to 
your event 

location

we will deliver for your event!

rehearsal 
Dinners

wild tomato 
wood-fired pizzas 

delivered 
to your 
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When did you fi rst fall in love with Door County? Or is it too soon to ask?

If you have not yet, you will. Some people take longer than others to come to 
terms with their affections.

It is an incredible place: the scenery, the art, the people and the stories.

The who, what and where of Door County are daily conversations in our offi ce. 
We’ve been putting ink to paper since 1996 and every day our offi ce is fi lled 
with stories. The staff of the Peninsula Pulse, The Paper Boy, Peninsula Filmworks, 
and Door County Living trade ideas and pitch article topics. Which business 
opened? Who got elected? What kind of bird dropped a fi sh in front of a runner 
during the half marathon? We try to capture it all: our students, our visitors, our 
leaders and people behind the scenes. We do our best to record our time. 

We publish a weekly newspaper, send out a daily email, create videos, record 
podcasts, publish a magazine. Why not tell the stories of those who choose 
Door County as the place to celebrate their love?

Door County’s natural beauty sets an incredible stage for a wedding, and the 
people of our county know how to have fun. The combination helps create some 
unforgettable stories, so we put a few of them together for you. They are inside 
these pages.

I fell in love with Door County, on the shore of Lake Michigan, just south of 
Baileys Harbor, early one morning in July. We watched the sun come up. I have 
been in love with it ever since.

If you haven’t fallen in love with Door County yet, let us know when you do. 
We love stories.

Thanks for reading.

David Eliot
Publisher/President
Peninsula Publishing & Distribution, Inc.

Everyone has a story
EDITOR

Aleah Kidd
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Paula Apfelbach

LAYOUT AND AD DESIGNER
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Door Wedding 2019
15,000 copies 

Door Wedding, celebrating the couples and the nuptials 
of Door County, is published annually by Door County 
Living and Peninsula Publishing & Distribution, Inc., 
8142 Hwy 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202. 

To order a subscription, visit
doorcountypulse.com/subscribe 
or mail a check for $30 to Door Wedding/Door County 
Living, 8142 Hwy 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202 to 
receive the six annual publications. 

For the wedding professional
Interested in advertising in the 2020 edition?
Please email contact@doorwedding.com.

If you wish to submit photography or content for 
editorial consideration, email
contact@doorwedding.com.

© 2019 Peninsula Publishing & Distribution, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Locally owned. Locally minded.

A Note from the Publisher
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a finer side of WOW!

Celebrating Over 50 Years
in Door County

bluedolphinhouse.com 
Open Daily 10-5  |  North Ephraim on Hwy 42  |  920.854.4113

bluedolphinhouse.com 

Bridal
Registry
Available
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What exactly makes Door County different? 

Torn between the tropical beaches of a destination 
wedding and having an accessible way for all your guests 
to get there? Door County is an easy compromise, especially 
if planning from the Midwest. The endless shoreline and 
unique landscape formed by the Niagara Escarpment 
make the county the perfect place to escape for both you 
and your guests — minus the passports and layovers.

During the busy summer and fall seasons, most lodging 
requires a two-night reservation, which most couples see 
as a way to fi nd more time to catch up with friends and 
family, while also allowing guests to get out and do their 
own exploring around the peninsula. You can avoid the 
dreaded and all-too-common post-celebration statement 
of “I blinked, and it was over!”

The peninsula is known for being devoid of chain stores or 
tourist-trap gimmicks, and don’t be surprised to fi nd the 

business owner behind the counter. The small businesses 
that call the county home are the heart and soul of 

the communities and are as authentic as they come. 
Supporting these local establishments guarantees an 

uncommon and unforgettable experience.  

Technology is not a high priority in these seasonal villages 
and towns. Boon or bane, ultimately it’s one of reasons 

why Door County is a special place to visit. The evenings 
are so dark and quiet — thanks to no major highways or 

big-city light pollution — and the Wi-Fi may or may not be 
Netfl ix friendly (if available at all). With so much to do and 

see and experience, we think you’ll hardly notice.

Back to Basics More Time Together

Drivable DestinationLocally Run

Distinctly
Door County

Andrea Naylor Photography Erin Jean Photography
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Insider Tips
Planning a wedding in Door County is an incredible experience. That said, there are 
quirks and challenges, no matter your wedding locale, and the peninsula is no exception.

To make planning a bit easier, we’ve compiled a list of things to consider when getting 
married in Door County.

Give extra thought to transportation …
Cabs and ride-hailing services are hard to fi nd in Door County, so if you’ve got a crew that likes to party, you’ll 
want to secure a bus or trolley to move everyone around safely. The same goes for transporting wedding 
guests from your ceremony to your reception venue unless you’re relying on guests to drive themselves. Check 
out the transportation section in the guide for trolley, limo and bus options. 

… and accommodations.
The peninsula has plenty of lodging establishments, but few are big enough to accommodate large groups of 
people. During the summer and fall months, many places have a two- or three-night minimum, especially on 
the weekends. Consider building in activities or off ering recommendations to make your wedding weekend a 
mini-vacation, suggesting several lodging options and encouraging guests to book rooms as early as possible.

Keep the peninsula’s seasonality in mind.
When contacting Door County wedding vendors, there’s no such thing as too early. During the winter and early 
spring, many local businesses take a breather from the busy season by limiting their hours or closing completely. 
During the busy season, these same business owners are working like crazy from early May through the end of 
October. Understanding these dynamics and padding your planning with some breathing room will mean less 
stress for you and the business you want to work with. 

Be aware of other happenings.
Our peninsula has a festival or other major happening nearly every summer and fall weekend. When 
considering a wedding date, check the Peninsula Pulse’s event calendar (doorcountypulse.com) for large-scale 
activities in the area because they could easily aff ect everything from traffi  c to event deliveries to hotel capacity. 
Depending on the events, you might need to build additional time into the day’s itinerary to allow guests extra 
travel time.

Erin Jean Photography The McCartneys Photography

Andrea Naylor Photography

Photo by Aleah Kidd
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Look at venue requirements.
Some venues — especially churches 
and public places — have specifi c 
requirements for use. For instance, 
if you want to get married on the 
Northern Sky Theater’s stage in 
Peninsula State Park, you’ll need 
permission from the DNR, and you’ll 
have to pay a small fee. If you want 
to get married in a church where 
you’re not a member, you may 
need to meet with clergy or attend 
marital counseling. 

Come prepared.
It’s a piece of advice that could 
apply to any wedding anywhere,  
but it’s especially pertinent in Door 
County. The nearest tux or formal-
wear shop is in Algoma, and the 
next nearest is in Green Bay.
A seamstress may be tough to 
fi nd and may not be available on 
weekends. Having a back-up plan 
for clothing, hair and makeup with 
a person in your wedding party or 
a relative who can help will foster 
peace of mind and cause fewer 
headaches later. 

Don’t depend on technology.
Asking guests to use GPS or Google 
Maps seems like a no-brainer, but 
depending on your cell-phone 
carrier and your location, you 
may have some issues with slow 
or completely absent cell-phone 
reception on the peninsula. To be 
safe, make sure you’ve provided 
maps and detailed directions to all 
of your wedding locations. 

Hire locally.
Door County wedding planners and 
vendors have spent years forging 
strong relationships with each other 
and around the peninsula, and 
they’ll be able to help you navigate 
all of these tricky situations and 
more — especially if you’re planning 
from afar. (They probably won’t 
be able to help with the cell-phone 
reception, though.)

All photos by The McCartneys Photography

Andrea Naylor Photography



A Classic & Crisp Springtime Celebration at Horseshoe Bay Beach Club
Patsy + Charlie
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Although Patsy and Charlie attended the same grade, middle and high 
schools in Chicago, it wasn’t until many years (and many cities) later 
that they sparked a new connection at a friend’s birthday party. After 
Charlie planned an early-morning engagement in their Brooklyn, New 
York, apartment, the pair immediately traveled to Door County to begin 
planning. 

Patsy’s family has owned a cabin in Whitefish Dunes for 70 years, 
and Charlie knew it was important to her to host celebrations on the 
peninsula. Another family treasure, the “Mushroom House” — which was 
originally built by Patsy’s grandfather and recently restored by Patsy’s 
mother — played host to the rehearsal dinner. Classic, red Door County 
Trolleys transported guests to and from weekend events, solving the issue 
of limited parking. 

The couple included some of the important rituals of a Jewish wedding, 
including using a beautiful chuppah canopy and dancing the hora. 
Before heading to the wedding ceremony, Patsy and Charlie planned 
an intimate first look, followed by signing a ketubah surrounded by 
close family and friends. The reception was held in a soaring, white tent 
decorated to evoke the feeling of a springtime garden. 

Spring Showers 
A powerful thunderstorm made for an eventful, umbrella-filled morning, but just in time 
for the ceremony, the clouds cleared and the sun shone.

Fresh & Clean 
Patsy paid special attention to linens, using crisp, white-and-blue designs to accent the 
gorgeous displays of fresh-cut spring blooms. Vintage vases that were collected or 
borrowed from family displayed the bright, playful bouquets. 

Cherry Emblems 
A vintage cherry emblem appeared throughout the wedding suite, signage and decor. 
Even the guests’ favor totes and flower-girl dresses included a hint of Door County’s 
famous cherries.

Big Band, Big Fun 
Charlie wanted to make sure there was a lively band for the reception, and Platinum — 
an 11-piece show and variety band — overdelivered. It was a night full of groovy tunes 
and endless dancing.

Planning Advice 
Plan for after-party transportation because taxi and app-based services are not yet 
common in the county. And don’t stress about the details of your big day — the Door 
County community is truly special, which makes any event a success!

Patsy + Charlie
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a b o u t t h y m e f a r m . c o m

Door County ’s  Hidden Gem

Seaquist Orchards Farm Market is your one stop for desserts, favors, gifts, and more. We grow and process our 
own Montmorency cherries and a wide variety of apples to make our own jams, jellies, and all manner of delicious 

made-from-scratch desserts. The in-store bakery specializes in pies, cookies, cupcakes, cakes, & donuts.

And we can customize the labels for both bakery & canned items for truly unique, personalized gifts. 

Call us today to plan your special occasion.
2 Miles North of Sister Bay on Hwy. 42 • 920-854-4199 • www.seaquistorchards.com
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PATSY + CHARLIE

Vendors
PLANNER: Door County Event Planners

PHOTOGRAPHER: The McCartneys Photography

RECEPTION VENUE: Horseshoe Bay Beach Club

CATERING: Thyme Cuisine & Catering

FLORIST: Flora Special Occasion Flowers

HAIR: Door County Wedding Stylists by Kari Pudlo

BAND: Platinum

LINENS: LaTavola



Kaitlin + Joseph
A Sweet & Spiritual Gathering in Gills Rock
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After dating across state lines and then attending school together in Virginia, 
Kaitlin — a Wisconsin native — and Joseph — who was raised in Tennessee 
— had to decide on a location for their wedding. They knew they wanted 
an event centered on God and family, with a fun, relaxed atmosphere. 
Joseph’s grandfather was once a pastor in northern Door County, where 
his aunt, uncle and cousins now reside, and after some discussion, Bethel 
Baptist Church in Ellison Bay seemed like the perfect place to bring their two 
families together. Kaitlin planned their wedding from afar and credits local 
vendors for creating the experience. “We couldn’t believe how perfect the 
day was,” she said. “We were speechless. The local vendors all knew each 
other, making us feel closer to the community.” The reception was held at 
a family property in Gills Rock, complete with an open-air tent, sunset over 
the lake and fairytale sparkler exit.

Back-to-Back 
Prayer
The couple didn’t want 
to see each other 
before walking down 
the aisle, but they did 
want to share a pre-
ceremony prayer. They 
accomplished this by 
standing back to back 
and holding hands for  
a special moment.

Local Delicacies
For the rehearsal 
dinner, the group 
gathered for a classic 
fish boil at nearby 
Rowley’s Bay Resort. 
In lieu of cake, they 
enjoyed the famous 
half-pound pecan 
caramel rolls from 
Grandma’s Swedish 
Bakery at the resort. 
(The rolls were once 
voted number one in 
the state.)

Sunset Slow Dance
Because their 
reception was on the 
western shoreline, the 
day concluded with a 
captivating sunset. The 
couple and their guests 
slow-danced as the 
sky lit up, making for a 
picture-perfect moment 
they will always 
remember.

Forever a 
Destination
“Door County is a 
great place to get 
married because it 
can forever be 'your' 
place. We will always 
have a special place to 
vacation and celebrate 
anniversaries,” said 
Kaitiln. “Our guests 
also loved the getaway 
and having time before 
and after the wedding. 
It was a win-win for 
everyone!”

Pin-Free Planning
Not soon after starting 
to plan, Kaitlin decided 
to skip using Pinterest, 
the popular inspiration 
website. “Your wedding 
day is about you, your 
husband and everyone 
attending,” she said. 
“Staying off Pinterest 
was the best decision 
I made. The whole 
process was a lot more 
simple and enjoyable.”
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Björklunden, Lawrence University’s northern 

campus in Baileys Harbor, is a picturesque setting 

for a wedding, baptism, or family service. Nestled 

on the shore of Lake Michigan, the small wooden 

Boynton Chapel was handcrafted by Winifred 

and Donald Boynton between 1939 and 1947 in 

the style of a late 12th-century Norwegian stave 

church. It features intricate hand-carved woodwork 

and frescoes, a peaceful setting among rustling 

trees, and a magni�cent view of Lake Michigan.   

Learn more at
go.lawrence.edu/bjorkwedding

B R I L L I A N C E 
AWA I T S .



Vendors
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Tandem Photography of Door County

RECEPTION VENUE: Elite Tent Rentals

CATERING: Pink Bakery Catering

DESSERT: Grandma's Swedish Bakery

HAIR AND MAKEUP: Britta Hair Salon

KAITLIN + JOSEPH
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Your Beautiful Day on a Beautiful Bay

4929 Landmark Drive | Egg Harbor, WI | 800-273-7877 | www.thelandmarkresort.com

Every storybook wedding
deserves a great 

beginning. The Landmark
Resort is an enchanted

place for a wedding, 
rehearsal dinner or 

reception. The resort has 
a variety of banquet 
rooms and outdoor 
settings designed to

meet your needs. And a
destination wedding at the
Landmark Resort captures

the essence of Door 
County. We invite you

to experience your beautiful
day on a beautiful bay.

Outdo� & In-home Weddings & Events • Custom Menus 
Specializing in large outdo� Paella • Party �ays 

facebook.com/McEvoys.Culinaria • culinariadc@gmail.com

2801 S. Bay Shore Dr. * Sister Bay • (920) 854-8029 or (920) 421-1130
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“When I took o�  my 
Spanx, changed into 
my reception dress and 
fi nally sat down for some 
Swedish pancakes!”

- Liz, page 80

“Waking up to a gorgeous sunrise 
despite anticipated rain! My cousin led 

family and friends in some calming 
yoga on the dock. That and the boat 

ride from the ceremony to the reception 
with our wedding party.”

- Karin, page 42

“The speeches and 
dancing the hora! 
Just being able to 

celebrate with our 
favorite people in our 

favorite place.”
- Patsy, page 20

“We really enjoyed mingling 
with our guests during 
the cocktail-and-hors-
d’oeuvres hour. We felt 
so lucky to have so many 
people travel to be a part 
of our day, and we loved 
visiting and catching up with 
everyone during this time.”

- Melissa, page 38

“Feeling all the love and the blessings 
bestowed upon us from our loved ones, and 

our dog giving [us] her ‘nod of approval’ bark 
after we were declared husband and wife.”

- Sasha, page 72

“We knew we didn’t want to leave 
for photos once the fun began, so 
we planned to take photographs 

before everything else started.
It gave us time alone as a couple 
as well as with our wedding party. 

We had a blast driving around 
Door County in a trolley blaring 

Britney Spears!” 
- Sunil, page 66

Michael Segal
Andrea Naylor 
Photography

Artemis Photography

Gavyn Taylor Photography

Erin Jean Photography

The McCartneys Photography

MomentsBEST

Q: Outside of saying your “I do’s,” 
which moment was especially 

memorable for you?
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10431 Hwy. 42
North Ephraim

personalized service

SALON
britta920.421.HAIR

brittasalonllc.com

Utilizing the Best in Natural/Organic Hair Care, Makeup & Nail Products

WEDDING PLANNING & MOBILE BARTENDING
WWW.PINKDOOREVENTSDC.COM         |           INFO@PINKDOOREVENTS.COM
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A unique and quaint way to have your wedding party and guests arrive in style on your Big Day!

(920)868-1100 |  doorcountytrol ley.com
Early Summer 2018 31



When professional basketball player 
and former Badger Sam Dekker 
met ESPN reporter Olivia Harlan,    
it was love at fi rst sight. 

“Our friend Anna introduced us,” 
Olivia reminisced. “She told us we 
had so much in common: we both 
had nice families and loved the 
Packers.” Olivia laughed out loud. 

“I told her she had just described 
everyone in Wisconsin.” 

The couple’s fi rst date was watching 
a Packers game at a dive bar in 
Houston, where Dekker was then 
playing for the Rockets. He bought 
the bratwursts. She supplied the 
bucket of Miller Lites. They were 
engaged eight months later and 

wed last July at the Horseshoe Bay 
Golf Club in Egg Harbor.

The couple chose Door County 
because of their deep Wisconsin 
roots. Sam is a native of Sheboygan. 
Olivia’s family has had a home in 
Door County her whole life, so it’s 
where she’d spent each summer.

Olivia + Sam
A Magical Black-Tie Affair at Horseshoe Bay Golf Club



“It is so gorgeous [in Door County], 
and the people are so welcoming 
and nice. You cannot fi nd a more 
beautiful location,” Olivia said.

Their wedding, situated on a blu�  
overlooking the bay of Green Bay, 
was a scene of classic elegance in 
shades of black, white and cream. 

The ceremony and reception were 
both held in a sky-high white tent 
accented with greenery, thousands 
of white roses, a checkered fl oor 
and dramatic crystal chandeliers. 
Throughout the magical evening, 
the tent was transformed from 
a bright ceremony space to a 
fun-fi lled reception hall with high-
top tables, antique furniture and 
adjusted lighting to help usher 

in the dance party. Professional 
cigar rollers and a sparkler exit for 
the newlyweds kept the day from 
getting too serious. 

“We wanted [our wedding] to be 
elegant and formal, but not sti� ,” 
Olivia said. “We are young and 
have a lot of young friends, so we 
still wanted it to be carefree and 
fun!”



Family Firsts
One of the real highlights of the couple’s day was sharing 
a first look with their immediate families and then with each 
other. “I highly recommend doing that,” Olivia said. “It's such 
an emotional and exciting time to share with your parents 
and siblings.”

Black-Tie Attire
Olivia wore a custom Sarah Nouri gown and an elaborate 
Maria Elena headpiece. On her feet were  lace, peep-toe 
booties by Bella Bella. Sam wore a custom ivory Balani tux 
with a velvet bow tie.

Thoughtful Touches
The couple surprised each other with thoughtful gifts. The 
night before the wedding, Sam gave Olivia diamond earrings 
that she wore on their wedding day. Her gift to him was a 
watch engraved with their wedding date and the words, 
“More today than yesterday, more tomorrow than today.” 

Family History
Dr. Rev. Glen Miles, Olivia’s childhood pastor, was the 
couple’s officiant. Though Sam and Olivia didn’t get married 
in a church, they spent some special moments in prayer with 
Rev. Miles after their first look and before their ceremony.

Fireworks
From the beginning of their wedding planning, the couple 
knew they both wanted “a great band, an open bar and 
fireworks!” At the end of the evening, as the sun was setting, 
the group witnessed a spectacular fireworks display over the 
waters of Lake Michigan.



Vendors
PLANNER: Door County Event Planners

PHOTOGRAPHER: Paper Antler

VIDEOGRAPHER: One Fine Day

CEREMONY AND RECEPTION VENUE: 
Horseshoe Bay Golf Club

ADDITIONAL DECOR: Vintage Rentals Relics,
Marquee Event Rentals, BBJ Linen

BAND: Platinum

FLORIST: Buds ‘N Bloom Design Studio

HAIR AND MAKEUP: Ashley Litton Tribble

TRANSPORTATION: Door County Trolley 

OLIVIA + SAM
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PERFECT FOR WEDDING PARTIES & PRIVATE EVENTSSi
ste

r Bay

Book Online At: www.DoorCountyBoats.com

New boat • Clean • Full bar • Upper deck for 100 • Lower deck in case of inclement weather 
Music available • Wheelchair accessible • USCG Certified Boat

For additional information, call us at 920.421.4444
or e-mail info@doorcountyboats.com @DoorCountyBoats

DOORWEDDING

Enjoy our full bar

Wedding Rehearsals & Receptions
Family Events • Employee Parties

Swim and Beach Excursions

$50 VoucherRedeem this ad for a

to use at the bar for 

your scheduled event
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Everything for Wedding Favors 
& Bridal Gifts,

Custom Designed Gift Baskets & Bags,
And Homemade Pies for Receptions!

9669 Hwy. 57 • Between Baileys Harbor & Sister Bay
(920) 854-2433 •  koepsels.com

Custom Designed Gift Baskets & Bags,



Melissa and Josh, both registered nurses, met while 
working at a hospital where they also shared a similar 
circle of friends. Their nights of socializing in a group 
eventually turned into date nights for just the two of 
them. “We found a best friend and the greatest love 
in each other, and we’ve been inseparable since,” 

Melissa said. Josh has childhood ties to Door County, 
and the pair shares fond memories of exploring the 
peninsula together, which made it an easy choice 
for their wedding location. Planning with a specific 
vision in mind, the couple chose the Donald and Carol 
Kress Pavilion in Egg Harbor to host their somewhat 

Melissa + Josh
Modern & Relaxed Romance at the Kress Pavilion



Filling Up on Finger Foods
The couple wanted to keep the conversation and fun flowing 
post-ceremony, opting for a more informal take on dinner by 
serving heavy hors d’oeuvres from Renard’s Catering and late-
night pizza slices from Wild Tomato Wood-fired Pizza &Grille.

Bayside Blues
The navy and light-blue color theme of the wedding seemed to 
predict the clear, blue-sky day and calm waters of Egg Harbor. 
The couple’s first look at the marina took advantage of the idyllic, 
springtime weather and captured the romance of the moment. 

Baked with Love
Josh’s godparents baked cherry, berry and rhubarb pies in place 
of a traditional cake to add some sweet, springtime flavors and 
a personal touch. According to Melissa, “They are seriously the 
best pies ever!” 

Planning Advice 
Don’t be afraid to shop around to meet your expectations and 
budget. At the end of the day, it is about you as a couple, and 
your selections and details should reflect that.

Vendors
PHOTOGRAPHER: Gavyn Taylor Photography

RECEPTION VENUE: Donald and Carol Kress Pavilion

CATERING: Renard’s Catering, 
      Wild Tomato Wood-fired Pizza & Grille

FLORIST: Blossoms Flower House

SIGNAGE LETTERING: Minted, Etsy

HAIR AND MAKEUP: Invidia Salon

unconventional event. Forgoing a traditional ceremony 
and formal, sit-down dinner, they created a casual 
atmosphere complete with stunning views, lawn games 
and danceable music. The couple was glad to have the 
extra time to mingle with the many guests who traveled 
to be in attendance. “We wanted to share our love for 
Door County with our guests and create a memorable 
wedding experience,” Melissa said. “It’s such a uniquely 
beautiful place full of fun adventures and eclectic food 
and dining.”
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Karin + Simon
Rustic Waterfront 
Elegance in Sister Bay
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A true Door County love story took root when Karin and Simon reconnected 
one summer at the Sister Bay Bowl. They both have ties to the county: 
Karin’s great-grandfather founded iconic Wilson’s Ice Cream, an Ephraim 
summertime staple; and Simon’s grandparents were Sister Bay locals. 

The couple knew they wanted to incorporate water into the wedding, so 
they decided to use a family-owned waterfront property for the ceremony, 
with the reception held at the Sister Bay beach. Simon, a musician, had 
a surprise in store: mid-vows, he serenaded Karin with his rendition of 
“Growing Old with You” from the movie The Wedding Singer. 

Post-ceremony, the newlyweds and their wedding party took a boat cruise 
to the reception, where the grassy lawn and tent were decorated with 
many items borrowed from family members: vintage candlesticks, tables, 
a rowboat filled with bottles of champagne, and — for the seating chart — 
rocks from Simon’s mother’s Gills Rock home on which guests’ names were 
written.

Four-Legged Friendly 
Clyde, the couple’s Bernese mountain dog, is credited with an assist during Simon’s 
proposal, so they set up a planned visit during the celebration for a moment of puppy love.

Team Cream
Door County Creamery — a local goat farm and cheesemaking company — provided the 
rehearsal-dinner catering and an adorable baby goat for cocktail-hour cuteness.

Swedish Touches
“My mother is from Sweden, so it was important for us to include her heritage,” said Karin. 
“I wore a flower crown, incorporated Swedish desserts from Al Johnson’s, and our favor 
was Swedish lingonberries.”

Whiskey Barrels
As a nod to Simon’s birthplace, Kentucky, the family purchased aging barrels from Four 
Roses Distillery to use for the bar setup and decor.

Planning Advice 
Venues book up fast! I recommend getting the big things booked ASAP. That way, you 
can relax and have fun with the small details and decor. Also, be aware of the two-night 
minimum at most lodging locations, and plan to give guests a good idea of what else there 
is to do in the area while they are visiting. 
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Philanthropy 
Issue
Growing Education

Announcing the Door County 
Alumni Network

7 Making an Impact on Education

 2019
Free

INSPIRING PEOPLE TO GIVE BACK TO SUSTAIN 
AND ADVANCE THE COMMUNITY WE LOVE.
It all begins with you. Charity is essential to our quality of life. 
It � lls our lives with music and surrounds us with art, protects our 
environmental treasures and preserves our history, educates our children 
and cares for those in need. All this is possible because of you.

GiveDoorCounty.org • (920) 746-1786 • 222 N 3rd Avenue, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
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Vendors
PLANNER: Door County Event Planners

PHOTOGRAPHER: Erin Jean Photography

RECEPTION VENUE: Sister Bay Beach

CATERING: Thyme Cuisine & Catering

FLORIST: Flora Special Occasion Flowers

SIGNAGE LETTERING: Victoria Danielle

HAIR: Eklipse Salon

MAKEUP: Sara Miller

KARIN + SIMON
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Register at Cornucopia!
We love to do wedding registries and have 
many beautiful kitchen items to choose 
from. Our brides often tell us how much fun 
they had registering (with complimentary 
mimosas, wine, or coffee drinks) and that 
they apppreciate our expert advice but 

also our relaxed atmosphere. 
We offer free gift wrapping and online 

shopping for out of town guests. 
Please call or email 

shop@cornucopiadoorcounty.com 
to schedule an appointment. 

Cornucopia 
Kitchen Shop
139 N 3rd Ave
Sturgeon Bay, WI

920-743-0231

venues & catering
Door County Brewing Co. • 
Gordon Lodge Beach Resort 

• Florian II Supper Club • 
Harbor Fish Market & Grille 
• Maxwelton Braes Lodge & 

Event Center • Thyme Catering 

for more info visit baileysharbor.com
follow #baileysharborwedding on instagram

the perfect spot for the most memorable day... 
baileys harbor

photo • Artemis Photography

Make Your Day 
Safe & Enjoyable!

Door County’s full service 
Motorcoach charter & tour co. 

Featuring deluxe coaches seating 
up to 56 passengers each.

Leave The Driving To Us!

920.856.6675
Bablerbus.com
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Catering
Alexander’s of Door County
3667 Hwy. 42, Fish Creek, WI 54212
(920) 868-3532
alexandersofdoorcounty.com
alexandersofdc@gmail.com

Chives of Door County
8041 Hwy. 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 619-5112
chivesdoorcounty.com
chivesdining@gmail.com
From creating a custom menu based on your tastes and preferences 
to providing you with guidance and support through the entire 
process of wedding planning, we are here to help! We can provide 
the following services to make your event e�ortless, gorgeous and 
delicious: customized menus, coordination of rentals and sta¯ng, onsite 
set-up, plating and breakdown. We work with local farms and vendors 
to procure the freshest artisanal ingredients, and everything is made 
from scratch, by us, in our kitchen. The relationships we’ve created over 
the years with local rental companies and event planners can make 
booking with Chives Door County plain simple. Contact us to see what 
the possibilities are.

Chop
2345 Mill Rd., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-2700
thechopsisterbay.com
jody@thechopsisterbay.com

Main Street Market
7770 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-2120
doorcountygrocery.com
kaaren@doorcountygrocery.com

McEvoy’s Culinaria & Paella Catering
2602 S. Bay Shore Dr., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-8029
mcevoysculinaria.com
culinariadc@gmail.com
Culinaria provides outstanding food and fun, customized to your every 
need. We specialize in outdoor and on-location catering. One of our 
most popular menus is authentic Spanish paella, prepared interactively 
in front of your guests. BBQ menus, pig roasts, potato pancake parties 
with a huge toppings bar, fajita and taco bars, hors d’oeuvres and 
appetizers, bu�ets of all kinds — from casual to upscale, we make 
it memorable. We work with you through every step of the menu-
planning process.

Pink Bakery Catering
7778 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-3355
pinkbakery-doorcounty.com
catering@pinkbakery-doorcounty.com

Scaturo’s Baking Co. & Cafe
19 Green Bay Rd., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 746-8727
scaturos.com
scaturos@gmail.com

Thyme Cuisine & Catering
7670 Hwy. 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-2500
thymecateringdoorcounty.com
contact@thymecateringdoorcounty.com
Thyme Cuisine and Catering creates custom, farm-to-table-based 
menus for Door County, northeast Wisconsin’s premier area for 
destination weddings and family gatherings. We use only the freshest, 
locally sourced ingredients to make your dining experience exceptional. 
Working with the best area planners and event sites, we can help to 
create the perfect venue for the best dining experience around. Thyme 
Cuisine & Catering is also the exclusive in-house caterer for Maxwelton 
Braes Lodge in Baileys Harbor. Let us create the perfect event in the 
historic lodge located just south of Baileys Harbor. Both indoor and 
outdoor options are available!

Totally Bueno Burritos
(920) 559-6908
facebook.com/totallybuenoburritos
foodandbeverageluevanos@gmail.com

Wild Restaurant Concepts
P.O. Box 547, Fish Creek, WI 54212
wildtomatopizza.com
contact@wildtomatopizza.com
Wild Restaurant Concepts has four restaurants that are open year-
round in Fish Creek and Sister Bay with more coming soon to Egg 
Harbor and Baileys Harbor! Wild Tomato Wood-fired Pizza & Grille is 
located in Fish Creek and Sister Bay, and Bier Zot Beer Café and Skip 
Stone Co�ee Roasters are both located in Sister Bay. Wild Tomato 
Wood-fired Pizza & Grille are family-friendly, casual restaurants that 
focus on sourcing local, seasonal and organic ingredients. Bier Zot 
Beer Café is a European gastropub with 11 carefully selected drafts 
and nearly 100 bottled beers paired with a unique, European-inspired 
menu. Skip Stone Co�ee Roasters is Sister Bay’s only year-round co�ee 
shop. Enjoy specialty co�ees, pastries, beer, wine, breakfast and lunch 
sandwiches in a quiet and cozy environment.

Guide to Door County Wedding Vendors
This guide is intended to be a reliable resource for couples and families planning a Door 
County wedding. Although we limited the guide to focus on seven main vendor categories, 
we attempted to make it as inclusive as possible. Each category includes a comprehensive 
listing of wedding professionals currently operating and located in Door County. The listings 
with expanded descriptions are advertisers appearing in the pages of this publication. You 
can refer to the Index of Advertisers on page 53 to find each advertisement.

For a directory of Door County businesses visit doorcountypulse.com.
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Ceremony & Reception Venues
About Thyme Farm
8425 Cty. F, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-1114
aboutthymefarm.com
doorcountyevents@gmail.com
You will find everything you need to have a wedding that will have 
people raving for years to come. Our barn can host up to 250 people, 
or 200 people for a sit-down dinner. You and your guests can enjoy our 
Granary building, which works great as a bridal space and includes a 
deck o� the back. On-site, well-lit parking area. Ample power for bands 
and DJs. About Thyme Farm is the perfect place for your Door County 
wedding. Contact us today!

Björklunden 
7590 Boynton Ln., Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-2216
lawrence.edu/s/bjorklunden/chapel
kim.a.eckstein@lawrence.edu
Björklunden, Lawrence University’s northern campus in Baileys Harbor, 
is a picturesque setting for a wedding, baptism or family service. 
Nestled on the shore of Lake Michigan, the small, wooden Boynton 
Chapel was handcrafted by Winifred and Donald Boynton between 
1939 and 1947 in the style of a late-12th-century Norwegian stave 
church. It features intricate, hand-carved woodwork and frescoes; a 
peaceful setting among rustling trees; and a magnificent view of Lake 
Michigan.

Bridal Chapel of Door County
7590 Lenius Rd., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 432-8022
bridalchapel.com
bridalchapel@gmail.com
A real church built in 1888, which still has the original wood floors, oak 
pews, pump organ and bell in the steeple; nestled between a cherry 
orchard and woods on top of a hill overlooking a country farm with a 
view of the bay. 100 guests can be seated, or, if you prefer an outdoor 
wedding, the white picket fence and romantic arbor overlooking the 
country setting provide a beautiful surrounding. We can do everything 
for you — just bring your marriage license, the rings and your love for 
each other.

Chanticleer Guesthouse
4072 Cherry Rd. (Cty. HH), Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 746-0334
chanticleerguesthouse.com
information@chanticleerguesthouse.com

Donald & Carol Kress Pavilion
7845 Church St., Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-3334
kresspavilion.org
kresspavilion@villageofeggharbor.com
Completed in 2018, the Donald and Carol Kress Pavilion is home to the 
Egg Harbor Library. The pavilion welcomes to-be-weds with sweeping 
views of bay sunsets and surrounding orchards, a second-floor wrap-
around porch and a Great Hall space with ample natural light. Situated 
downtown in the charming Village of Egg Harbor, the building provides 
a modern venue with a variety of options to suit any wedding style.

Eagle Harbor Inn
9914 Water St., Ephraim, WI 54211
(929) 854-2121
eagleharborinn.com
nedd@eagleharbor.com

Ellison Bay Community Center (formerly Women’s Club)
11953 Hwy. 42, Ellison Bay, WI 54210
(920) 854-2934
doorcountynorth.net/ellison-bay-community-park
tlibertygrove@gmail.com

Fernwood Gardens Ballroom at Mr. G’s
5890 Hwy. 57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 839-2112
mrgslogancreekgrille.com
mrgslogancreek@gmail.com
Established in 1973, Mr. G’s has built a tradition of outstanding service, 
incredible food and beautiful wedding receptions. Whether an intimate 
wedding for 100 guests or an old-fashioned setting for 400 guests, 
Mr. G’s has the perfect space. Our experienced sta� will ensure that 
everything from customizing the perfect menu to delivering the best 
dinner is seamless. We will work with you to make sure your day 
is everything you expect it to be. Mr. G’s has hosted hundreds of 
celebrations over the years, giving personalized attention to each one.

Fiddler’s Farm
6951 Cty. C, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 559-3460
thefiddlersfarm.com
fiddlechick01@yahoo.com
Located in the beautiful countryside of Door County lies The Fiddler’s 
Farm, your one-stop shop for any venue need! This restored, 130-year-
old barn o�ers a rustic feel with gorgeous bistro lighting and authentic 
wagon-wheel chandeliers. Whether it’s for a fairytale wedding, family 
reunion, birthday bash or church picnic, let us make your event unique 
and memorable. Make this historic barn the backdrop to your special 
occasion! 

Garden Gables
10881 Cty. Rd. ZZ, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 246-5195
gardengablesdoorcounty.com
kayla.gardengables@gmail.com

Glacier Ledge Restaurant at Door Artisan Cheese
8103 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-1333
doorartisancheese.com
donna@doorartisancheese.com
Glacier Ledge is a beautiful space for your intimate gathering. Whether 
it’s a rehearsal dinner, wedding reception, bridal shower or bachelor 
party, your guests will take pleasure in dining in or outside or both. 
You and your guests will enjoy the beauty of the trees while savoring a 
menu written just for you! Our chef will create a custom menu to your 
liking. Our crew will provide exceptional service, making your guests feel 
welcome and well cared for. You can count on Glacier Ledge’s event 
planner to handle the details to help bring your wedding dreams to life.

Gordon Lodge
1420 Pine Dr., Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-2331
gordonlodge.com/weddings
glodge@gordonlodge.com

Grain Loft Event Venue
N6975 Hwy. 42, Algoma, WI 54201
(920) 487-8300
grainloftwisconsin.com
events@grainloftwisconsin.com
Looking for a unique, yet unforgettable space to celebrate one of life’s 
most memorable moments? The Grain Loft is located just minutes south 
of Door County in the heart of historic Algoma. With exposed pipes, 
barn-wood beams, soaring ceiling heights and cement floors, it’s the 
perfect combination of industrial and rustic. Massive windows overlook 
private gardens unlike any other. Don’t take our word for it — book a 
tour today! Email us at events@grainloftwisconsin.com.

Harbor Fish Market & Grille
8080 Hwy. 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-9999
harborfishmarket-grille.com
harborfishmarket.bh@gmail.com

Hatch Distilling Company
7740 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 543-3800
hatchdistilling.com
croedl@hatchdistilling.com

Guide to Door County Wedding Vendors



door wedding | doorwedding.com 49

Hatch Distilling has event-space options available for rent for your 
rehearsal dinner or wedding reception. Hatch Distilling o�ers craft 
cocktail service and works with preferred catering vendors to create 
beautiful events in our one-of-a-kind private barrel-room space. Also 
please consider our local spirits crafted from organic grains and local 
honey as the perfect theme for your reception. Cheers!

Hillside Inn of Ephraim
9980 Water St., Ephraim, WI 54211
(920) 854-7666
hillsideofdoorcounty.com
hillsideofdoorcounty@gmail.com

Historic Island Dairy
1309 Range Line Rd., Washington Island, WI 54246
(920) 737-1531
historicislanddairy.com
contact@historicislanddairy.com

Horseshoe Bay Golf Club and Resort
5335 Horseshoe Bay Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 839-1114
horseshoebaygolfclub.net
carrie@doorcountyevents.com

Landmark Resort
4929 Landmark Dr., Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-3205
thelandmarkresort.com
jlarson@thelandmarkresort.com
Nestled in the natural beauty of Door County’s landscape, the Landmark 
Resort is about creating memories that will linger long after returning 
home. Guests enjoy the 40 wooded acres of beautifully landscaped 
ground high on a blu� overlooking the sparkling waters of the bay of 
Green Bay. The Landmark o�ers plenty of amenities, including free 
wireless internet, swimming pools, whirlpools, steam rooms, fitness 
center, game room, outdoor venues for wedding ceremonies and 10 
banquet rooms for your reception. The Landmark Resort reflects the 
essence of Door County, is centrally located, has great value and was 
voted “Best of Door County.”

Log Den
6626 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-3888
thelogden.com
manager@thelogden.com
The Log Den in Egg Harbor has been known for its amazing food and 
stunning architecture, and it now o�ers a new location for holding a 
beautiful outdoor ceremony. This meticulously detailed, 10,000-square-
foot restaurant and lounge were designed and built by the Lautenbach 
family, locals of Egg Harbor for five generations. With seating for more 
than 300 people, we welcome your special wedding for what is sure 
to be a one-of-a-kind Door County experience. If you are interested 
in planning your wedding with us, please contact Kim Bell, our 
professional event planner.

Maxwelton Braes Lodge & Golf Course
7680 Bonnie Brae Dr., Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(920) 839-2321
maxweltonbraes.com
weddingsatmax@gmail.com

Northern Haus
Fieldcrest Rd., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 401-1044
northernhaus.com
info@northernhaus.com
Nestled within a stunning, 30-acre property, just two minutes from 
downtown Sister Bay, Northern Haus is a serene escape for events both 
grand and intimate. Open throughout the year, the picturesque beauty 
of the surrounding land welcomes gatherings and celebrations of any 
kind. From the bright warmth of summer to the tranquil ease of winter, 
Northern Haus provides multiple options for both indoor and outdoor 
events. Our brand-new venue blends modern luxury with Midwestern 
chic, featuring soaring ceilings and chandeliers. The more intimate Forest 
Sanctuary is a secluded retreat for ceremonies or cocktails. Whatever 
your occasion, Northern Haus is pleased to welcome you here.

Rowleys Bay Resort
1041 Cty. Rd. ZZ, Ellison Bay, WI 54210
(800) 999-2466
rowleysbayresort.com
groups@rowleysbayresort.com
Rowleys Bay Resort is the all-in-one wedding destination you are 
looking for in northern Door County. Situated on Lake Michigan at the 
mouth of the Mink River Estuary, we can accommodate both indoor 
and outdoor ceremonies and receptions with breathtaking photo 
opportunities. The wide assortment of housing options includes rooms, 
suites and cottages, and we also have an on-site restaurant, bakery, 
and pub. Just a short trip from Sister Bay or Ellison Bay, Rowleys Bay is 
the ideal setting for your wedding.

Sawyer Farms Wedding & Event Venue
7590 Sunnypoint Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-3948
sawyerfarmsdoorcounty.com
info@sawyerfarmsdoorcounty.com
Sawyer Farms is a wedding and event venue in beautiful Egg Harbor. 
The property operates June through September and is booking events 
for the coming seasons. Included in the rental is an expansive yard 
for ceremonies, reception barn that holds 225 seated, built-in bar 
and kitchen prep area for caterers, plus new men’s and women’s 
bathrooms. There is also a home on site available to rent that sleeps up 
to nine comfortably.

Sister Bay Beach
2362 Mill Rd., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-2812
cometosisterbay.com/contact-us
coordinator@cometosisterbay.com

Stone Harbor Resort & Conference Center
107 N. 1st Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 448-1986
stoneharbor-resort.com
nbertz@stoneharbor-resort.com
Your wedding day may be in December or May. You may be dreaming 
big or small, afternoon or evening, traditional or decidedly not. 
Whatever you decide, the sta� at Stone Harbor Resort will help you 
make your dream a reality. And although the perfect wedding means 
di�erent things to di�erent people, one thing is the same: your special 
day will be filled with joy — the “happily ever after” kind of joy, that lasts 
a lifetime. Destination weddings are the hottest thing these days! Let us 
help you plan your rehearsal dinner, wedding ceremony, reception and 
even your honeymoon if you’d like!

Sturgeon Bay Yacht Club
600 Nautical Dr., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-6934
sturgeonbayyachtclub.com
house@sturgeonbayyachtclub.net
 Sturgeon Bay Yacht Club is the premier location for your wedding 
ceremony and reception! Our waterfront clubhouse o�ers indoor 
dining for up to 180 people. Everything is prepared and presented by 
our highly skilled and courteous sta�. With 270 degrees of water view, 
your guests can relax, chat, play games or watch the boats sail by. If 
you are not currently a member of SBYC, our gift to you is a one year 
membership to the club with all the privileges. We want to make you 
feel at home on your important day during the years you will spend 
together. 

The Cookery 
4135 Hwy. 42, Fish Creek, WI 54212
(920) 868-3634
cookeryfishcreek.com
info@cookeryfishcreek.com
Family-run restaurant established in 1977. O�ering American casual 
fare with an emphasis on local ingredients. Serving breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. Second-level wine bar features a water view. Group dining 
options available for small weddings, rehearsal dinners, showers and 
post-wedding brunches. Seated dining available for groups up to 45 
people; cocktail-style dining available for larger groups. Private dining 
available.
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The Lodge at Leatham Smith
1640 Memorial Dr., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-5555
thelodgeatls.com
info@thelodgeatls.com
Your wedding is the most important day in your life, and The Lodge at 
Leathem Smith will create a memorable, personalized experience just 
for you. The Lodge at Leathem Smith is the perfect backdrop for your 
special day. From bridal showers and rehearsal dinners to martini nights 
and golf outings, we o�er extensive wedding services for uniquely perfect 
celebrations. Our wedding specialists will assist you with coordinating the 
details for your dream wedding, and our executive chef can prepare any 
choice of menu based on personal preference, religious observations or 
dietary restrictions. Personal service is a valued feature of The Lodge at 
Leathem Smith; our sta� is pleased to assist you with the coordination of 
flowers, linens, music and decor to ensure your wedding celebration in 
Door County is the ultimate expression of your heritage and desire.

The Fireside Restaurant
7755 Hwy 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-4800
thefiresiderestaurant.com
info@thefiresiderestaurant.com

Wickman House
11976 Mink River Rd., Ellison Bay, WI 54210
(920) 854-3305
wickmanhouse.com
sara@wickmanhouse.com

Woodwalk Gallery & Events
6746 Cty. Rd. G, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 629-4877
woodwalkgallery.com
magic@woodwalkgallery.com
We o�er a unique, Door County experience like no other, and combined 
with our high level of service and attention to detail, your day will be 
unforgettable. With many options for your ceremony outside or in, 
dinner in the barn or under a tent adjacent to the barn, it is a canvas 
waiting for you to make your own. You and your guests can enjoy the 
gallery and surrounding scenic natural landscapes all through the 
evening. We can accommodate groups from very small to 250+. Spaces 
on site for bridal party and groomsmen preparations. Contact us to 
create the wedding of your dreams.

Florists
A Delightful Day
1736 Georgia St., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 495-9098
adelightfuldayfloraldesign.com

Blossoms Flower House 
10038 Hwy. 57, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 853-4288
blossomsflowerhouse.com
blossomsofdoorcounty@gmail.com

Design Door County
(920) 839-5393
designdoorcounty.com
info@designdoorcounty.com

Door's Fleurs & Orchard
2337 Brussels Rd., Town of Gardner, Brussels, WI 54204
(920) 883-5188
doorsfleurs.com
sarah@doorsfleurs.com
Doors Fleur's & Orchard is the first floriculture farm in Door County, 
growing exquisite, specialty flowers for weddings and events. We help 
you design stunning, natural floral arrangements that capture your 
story. In 2012, Sarah Cilley established her fruit orchards and flower 
fields in the unique micro climate of southern Door County, nestled 
between the shores of Green Bay and Lake Michigan. New Sturgeon 
Bay retail store: 920 Egg Harbor Rd., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.

Flora Special Occasion Flowers
10280 Orchard Dr., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-9760
doorcountyflowers.com
floraflowershopdc@gmail.com
Flora Flower Shop is ... a floral design studio that supplies personal, 
one-of-a-kind arrangements through the skill and imagination of 
designer and owner Helene Ingsten-Anderson. Serving Door County, 
Wisconsin and the Midwest, Helene is known for her artful design that 
range from large-scale events to intimate celebrations.

Folklore Flowers
10291 North Bay Rd., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 492-0987
folkloreflowers.com
folkloreflowersfarm@gmail.com

Maas Floral & Greenhouses
3026 Cty. Rd. S, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-6518
maasfloralandgreenhouse.com
tcmaas@charter.net

McKeefry & Yeomans
10440 Hwy. 42, Ephraim, WI 54211
(920) 854-4749
mckyeo.com
mcyeo@gmail.com

Robbens Nest Farm
4724 Mathey Rd., Sturgeon Bay WI 54235
(920) 746-7713
robbensnestfarm.com
robbensnestfarm@yahoo.com

Photographers
Alexis Arnold Photography
(920) 310-0260
alexisarnoldphotography.com
alexisarnoldphotography@gmail.com

Andrea Naylor Photography*
Sturgeon Bay, WI
AndreaNaylor.com
AndreaNaylorPhotography@gmail.com

Artemis Photography*
(920) 559-3117
artemis-portraits.com
artemis.portraits@gmail.com
Artemis Photography is visual storytelling for lovers, artists and 
adventurers. Over 10 years of wedding-photography experience. 
Schooled in fine art portraiture. Being photographed is an intimate 
experience. My interaction-based posing strategy produces artistic 
imagery and encourages authentic connection: that remarkable 
moment when real is captured. The goal is for my clients to have fun 
and focus on each other. As a classically trained painter, I also o�er 
traditional, artistically posed portraits. My aesthetic is continually 
being influenced and refined, but one thing that never changes is my 
love of film-like editing, the artistry of my craft and capturing deep 
connections.

Avenson Photography
(920) 559-0504
kellyavenson.com
info@kellyavenson.com

Brit Higgins Photography*
brithigginsphotography.com
brit.higgins@yahoo.com 

Chris Miller Photography
(920) 883-9581
chrismillerphotography.com
millerstudiollc@gmail.com
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CRG Photography
617 N. 8th Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 495-9732
crgigsteadphoto.com
crgigsteadphoto@gmail.com

Dan Eggert Photography & Drone Services
(920) 915-8931
daneggertphotography.com
info@daneggertphotography.com

Endresson Photography
(920) 421-4730
facebook.com/EndressonPhotography

Erin Jean Photography*
erinjeanphoto.com
erin@erinjeanphoto.com

Gavyn Taylor Photography*
gavyntaylorphoto.com
gavyn@gtbimagery.com

Heidi Hodges Photography
(920) 495-0629
heidihodges.com
heidi@heidihodges.com

Jason Mann Photography
(920) 246-8106
jmannphoto.com
jason@jmannphoto.com

Kate Weinstein*
(262) 391-1639
kateweinsteinphoto.com
kate@kateweinsteinphoto.com 

Kasey & Ben Photography*
1207 Shawano Ave., Green Bay, WI 54303
(920) 495-1216
kaseyandben.com
hello@kaseyandben.com

Kim Thiel Photography
130 N. Morrison St., Appleton, WI 54911
(920) 968-8743
kimthielphotography.com
kim@kimthielphotography.com
Greetings, Lovers. A destination wedding in Door County will be 
an unforgettable experience for you and your guests! Choosing a 
photographer is so much more than asking someone to ‘just take 
photos:' it’s entrusting an artist to interpret one of the most emotionally 
intimate days of your lives. There’s a time and place for organized 
portraits, but a candid collection of moments from your celebration is 
what will become most valuable in the years to come. I invite you to see 
for yourself at kimthielphotography.com. 

Leah McFarlane Photography
(920) 255-5381
www.leahmcfarlanephotography.com
leahmcfarlanephotography@gmail.com 

Luke Collins Photography
Sturgeon Bay, WI
(920) 495-2029
lukecollinsphotography.com
luke@lukecollinsphotography
Luke Collins Photography is a wedding and portrait photographer 
based in Sturgeon Bay who serves Door County and all of Wisconsin. 
He o�ers engagement sessions, elopements and full-day wedding 
packages, along with a variety of product options, including digital 
images, prints, photo books and premium albums. Luke’s specialty is 
capturing the moments of your wedding day that you’ll treasure for a 
lifetime.

Magdalene Photography*
(715) 927-4887
magdalenephotography.com
jen@magdalenephotography.com

McCartneys Photography *
325 Je�erson St., Wausau, WI 54403
(715) 551-5560
meetthemccartneys.com
photogduo@me.com
Kelsy & Butch McCartney, a husband & wife wedding-photography 
team, share a huge heart for creating images their couples will enjoy 
for years to come. The McCartneys have been full-time photographers 
for 10 years and have photographed 200+ weddings side by side! Kelsy 
& Butch are recognized for the genuine energy they bring to a wedding, 
and that is reflected in the images they deliver. Their work is best 
described as timeless, romantic & luminous, thanks in large part to their 
moment-driven approach. More than imagery, the McCartneys pride 
themselves on providing the highest-quality experience to their couples! 

Michael Segal*
michaelsegalphoto.com
michaelsegal@me.com

Paper Antler*
paperantler.com
paperantler@gmail.com 

Photos by Matt
(920) 743-9667
photosbymatt.net
photosbymattinc@gmail.com

Shellie Kappelman
(920) 905-3802
kappelmanphotography.com
shelliekappelman@yahoo.com

Suzi Hass
(920) 421-1379
facebook.com/SuziHassPhotography

Tandem Photography of Door County*
522 Michigan St., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
(Home studio available by appointment only)
(920) 493-1622
tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com
cody@tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com

Tina M. Gohr Photography
(920) 784-9850
tinagohrphotos.com
tinagohrphotos@gmail.com

Ty Helbach Photography
(715) 321-0239
tyhelbachphotography.com
tyhelbach@gmail.com

Victoria Danielle
(920) 595-1024
victoriadanielle.com
victoria.danielle.ld@gmail.com
Victoria Danielle is a photographer, letterer, and designer based out of 
Door County. She focuses on capturing the real moments, the fun and 
joy, the laughter, and above all, the love during every shoot. When you 
look back on your pictures, Victoria will capture the precious moments 
that you will remember and cherish forever. She o�ers a wide variety of 
photography packages tailored to suit each person’s needs and budget. 
Additional services such as announcement/invitation design or wedding 
signage are also available.

Salon/Spa/Makeup Artists
Aspire Salon
10590 Country Walk Dr. #3, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 634-7971
aspiresalon@outlook.com

Bridgeview Hair Design
112 S. 2nd Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-5240
facebook.com/RealBridgeviewHairDesign
BridgeViewHairDesign112@gmail.com
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Britta Salon
10431 N. Water St., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 421-4247
brittasalonllc.com
britta.britts@gmail.com
An AVEDA Concept Salon, plus the one-stop destination for men’s and 
women’s hair, nails and makeup services. Renowned as the area’s 
texture and color specialists, equipped to help you look and feel 
fabulous. Reserve your styling, makeup or color date with Britta or her 
protégé Georgina, or an appointment with our nail artists or a facial 
with Linda. Have a wedding? Britta Salon has the resources to make 
you even more beautiful on your special day. Also the best choice for 
your entire wedding party, providing the hair, makeup and nail services 
you need in a gracious, welcoming environment. Make your 2019 
reservation now. Open year-round, Tues.-Sat.

Clipper’s Mate 
7 S. Madison Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-4492
clippersmate.com

Creations Hair Designs
10578 Country Walk Dr. Unit 31, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-9866
creationshairdesigns.com

Details Hair Innovations
7828 Hwy. 42, Main Street Shops, Bldg. #3, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-1588
details-hair-innovations.business.site
d1cut95@gmail.com

Door County Wedding Stylists by Kari Pudlo
959 Green Bay Rd., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 818-1313
hairbykari.com
doorcountyweddingstylists@gmail.com
Specializing in weddings for over 15 years, Kari Pudlo of Door County 
Wedding Stylists put together a team who share the same passion 
and pride in beauty, quality and creativity. We strive to deliver the 
most relaxing, fun and stunning hair and makeup experience on your 
wedding day. The best version of yourself will be in every captured 
moment. Prior to the wedding, we o�er Calligraphy Cuts® to prep 
brides’ hair that is fine, limp, unruly or coarse; hair extensions; and skin 
and eyelash remedies to ensure everything is at its best prior to the 
wedding. 

Eklipse Hair and Nail
10566 Country Walk Ln. # 34, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-9107
facebook.com/EklipseHair

Invidia Salon
144 N. 3rd Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 818-0352
invidiasalon245@gmail.com

Lavender Spa
9126 Hwy. 42, Settlement Courtyard Inn, Fish Creek, WI 54212
(920) 868-9200
settlementinn.com/lavender-spa

Options Hair Studio/Day Spa
213 Louisiana St., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 746-1205
facebook.com/OptionsHairStudioDaySpa

Saguaro Day Spa
3899 Old Hwy. Rd., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-5380
saguarodayspa.com
saguaradayspa@gmail.com

Salon Fibonacci
4614 Harbor School Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-5225
facebook.com/salonfibonacci
salonfibonacci@gmail.com

Sheer Style Plus
4527 Hwy. 57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-4700
facebook.com/Shear-Style-Plus-212332618791498
shearstyleplus@hotmail.com

Spa at Sacred Grounds
10453 Townline Dr., Ephraim, WI 54211
(920) 854-4733
sacredgroundsspa.com
thespasacredgrounds@gmail.com
Tucked away within a peaceful wooded setting in northern Ephraim 
in beautiful Door County, The Spa at Sacred Grounds awaits you. Our 
spa focuses on health and well-being, healing bodywork and nurturing 
skincare, connection and balance of the body, mind and spirit. We 
believe it is through the mindfulness, tranquility and integration of the 
spa experience that we are able to connect with our inner self. Being 
one with our spirit supports our healing, renews our sense of purpose 
and creates balance within our life.

Spa Verde
7821 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-1597
spaverdesalon.com
refresh@spaverdesalon.com 

Tangled Hair Nail and Tanning
10610 Meadow Ln., Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 854-1011
facebook.com/tangledllc

The Cut Hut
28 W. Oak St., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-8406
cuthut28@att.net

Tent Rentals
Celebrations Party & Event
3816 Velp Ave., Green Bay, WI 54313
(920) 661-9125
www.celebrationsgb.com
mheroux.cpe@live.com

Elite Rentals
929 Cedar St., Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 412-8454
elitetentrentals.com
info@elitetentrentals.com

Transportation
America’s Best Choice Rentals
120 N. 14th Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 743-9228
youngautomotive.net
young.auto@sbcglobal.net

Babler Bus Service
S1666 State Rd. 42, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 856-6675
bablerbus.com
paul@bablerbus.com
Door County’s full-service motorcoach charter and tour company. 
Featuring deluxe coaches seating up to 56 passengers each. Make the 
day safe and enjoyable for you and your wedding party or your entire 
guest list, and leave the driving to us!

Door County Limosine
5890 Hwy. 57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 559-3799
mrgslogancreekgrille.com/limo-service.html
doorcountylimo@yahoo.com

Door County Trolley
8030 Hwy. 42, Egg Harbor, WI 54209
(920) 868-1100
doorcountytrolley.com

Guide to Door County Wedding Vendors
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doorcountytrolley@gmail.com
Door County Trolley is perfect for your wedding day. Trolleys are the 
unique and quaint way for your wedding party or guests to arrive at 
your celebration. Trolleys are heated and enclosed for year-round use. 
Available for bachelorette parties, wedding-day festivities and pictures. 
Interior of the trolleys are decorated in white lace bows for this grand 
occasion. Available for year-round use.

Double J's Shuttle Service
404 Lawrence St., New London, WI 54961
(920) 470-9495
doublejshuttle@gmail.com
Double J’s Shuttle Service is a safe and reliable transportation option for 
your special day. We provide services in Door County for your bachelor/
ette parties, weddings and special events. Contact us today to discuss 
your transportation needs! 

Wedding Planners/Coordinators
Door County Event Planners
P.O. Box 383, Sister Bay, WI 54234
(920) 839-1114
doorcountyevents.com
carrie@doorcountyevents.com
Celebrating our 20th year assisting couples in planning their Door 
County wedding. From small events and gatherings to spectacular 

destination weddings, Door County Event Planners can help you plan 
your event and execute it to perfection. Your wedding is a special event 
that uniquely reflects you and your story as a couple. Door County 
Event Planners appreciates your vision of the perfect wedding and will 
provide the framework and support to see that vision come to life. Our 
consultants present options and recommendations so you can make 
ideal choices. We skillfully guide the process while allowing you to make 
the decisions. 

Pink Door Events
(920) 421-1278
pinkdooreventsdc.com
info@pinkdooreventsdc.com
Pink Door Events is a local wedding-planning and mobile-bartending 
service. We are here to make your Door County wedding uniquely 
you and as stress-free as possible! Now o�ering our vintage mobile 
caravan bar and decor rentals! 

Shannon Mead Events
Door County, WI 
(920) 889-6456
shannonmeadevents.com
shannonmeadevents@gmail.com

* Asterisks indicate vendors that have contributed content to this 
printing of Door Wedding.
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Ex�o��d pi���, ba�� wo�� be���, so����g ce����g he���t�, ce���t f�o��s an� a
b�e��h���in� vi��. The Gra�� Lof� is t�u�y a hi���n ge� un���� an� ot���.

grainloftwisconsin.com
events@grainloftwisconsin.com

10080 Water St. Ephraim, WI 
Phone: 920-854-2321

pinegrovedoorcounty.com

2721 Nordic Dr. Sister Bay, WI
Phone: 920-854-5432
thenordiclodge.com

Set up your wedding block, and 
get a group rate for your wedding 

guests!

Great location 

for your waterfront 

wedding photos! Photo Credit to 
Jess Krcmar Photography
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Angela 
Lensch 
Jewelry

www. AngelaLenschGallery.com
920-868-5088 | 7653 STATE HWY 42, EGG HARBOR, WI 54209
OPEN MAY-OCT 10:00AM - 5:00PM  CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

Jewelry
Handwoven Door 
County Jewelr y

 CUSTOM  MADE  BRIDAL  JEWELRY

Great Beginnings Deserve 
FA N TA B U LO US  G I F TS ! !

for you & your home!

Blue Heron 
Glass Etching

Say “I Do”with custom 
wedding glassware.

10578 Country Walk Dr., #26

Next to Piggly Wiggly 

in Sister Bay, WI

970-319-9018

Bridal Chapel
of  door county

• Actual Church built in 1888 • Seating for 100 Guests
• Outdoor Wedding in Season • Planning & Organizing Available
7590 Lenius Rd. • Sturgeon Bay, WI • (920)-432-8022

 bridalchapel.com



Not only does Door County offer 300-plus miles of shoreline, but the 
peninsula is also surrounded by islands that range from tiny, uninhabited 
plots of forest to larger, seasonally inhabited islands with inland lakes 
and plenty of beach to enjoy in the summer. For event-planning 
purposes, however, most of these islands are not suited for anything 
beyond small, intimate events because they are rustic and accessible only 
by personal watercraft. There’s just one island that is home to a true 
year-round community, and that’s Washington Island. 

This 35-square-mile island is the largest and offers an unmatched sense 
of tranquility. You’ll find fields of lavender, historic chapels, plenty 
of green space and one of the most beautiful beaches in the county. 
Although transportation over the waters of Death’s Door — the once-
treacherous stretch of Lake Michigan between the island and Gills Rock 
— adds a logistical hurdle, many couples have chosen Washington Island 
as their wedding destination. 

To access the island, cars and foot passengers may take a daily ferry 
from (and back to) Gills Rock, a small village at the very northern tip 
of the peninsula. Although the Washington Island community is indeed 
year-round, its amenities are inherently and understandably limited. The 
community has one grocer, a few lodging options and several beloved 
dining mainstays offering coffee, good food, fish boils and shots of bitters.

Escape to the Island

Styled Shoot Vendors
PHOTOGRAPHER: Kasey and Ben Photography

VENUE: Island Lavender at Historic Island Dairy,   
 Washington Island Stavkirke  

DRESS: Erika’s Bridal Couture

SUIT: DuBois Formalwear

FLORALS: Blossoms Flower House

HAIR & MAKEUP: Invidia Salon

RINGS: Alyssa & Anna Fine Jewelry

MODELS: Hope Copiskey and Oliver Wallschlaeger
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To access the island, cars and foot passengers may take a daily ferry from (and back 
to) Gills Rock, a small village at the very northern tip of the peninsula. Although the 
Washington Island community is indeed year-round, its amenities are inherently and 
understandably limited. The community has one grocer, a few lodging options and several 
beloved dining mainstays offering coffee, good food, fi sh boils and shots of bitters. 

• Take a shot of angostura to join the Bitters Club
at Nelsen’s Hall and Bitters Pub.

• Hop aboard the Cherry Train for an open-air 
tour of the island’s present and past.

• Swim or skip stones at School House Beach, 
one of the most stunning beaches in the county.

• Enjoy the Scandinavian architecture of the 
Stavkirke, a stunning gem of a chapel.

• Stroll through fi elds of lavender at the two 
local farms, Island Lavender and Fragrant Isle.

• Climb the 186 steps to the top of the Mountain 
Park Lookout Tower for fantastic island views.

Three Pieces of Advice from Island 
Bride Jennelle (Swan) Mleziva

When Jennelle and her husband, John, 
held their wedding ceremony in a beautiful 
fi eld on the island in 2013, it was a full-
on community effort: Family, friends and 
islanders all pitched in. With her mother 
cooking all the food, her father building 
custom decor, her uncle providing special 
vintage transportation and islanders helping 
with hair styling, fl owers, pies and corralling 
guests, the community came together to help 
her vision become a reality. Having a deep 
family connection to the island, she knows 
what a special place it is and has some 
great advice for those who are considering 
it as a wedding venue.

Get to Know the Community

The island is a small, tight-knit community 
that is eager to lend a helping hand, 
meaning that you’re likely to fi nd most 
of your planning information simply by 
talking to residents. “My biggest piece of 
advice is to spend time getting to know 
the people,” Jennelle said. “It sounds kind 
of strange, but that’s how you get to know 
the little insights and secrets of the island. 

Get a cup of coffee at the Red Cup or fi sh 
boil at K.K. Fiske, and introduce yourself 
to the locals.” There’s often an on-island 
option for event services that you’ll learn 
about during these conversations, which 
reduces the need to transport things from 
the “mainland.”

Consider the Transportation 
Logistics 

Getting there involves a ferry ride — 
an added expense for guests — and 
it means ensuring the ferry schedule 
aligns with getting everyone on and off 
the island at the right times. In addition, 
cell-phone reception and GPS are 
often unreliable, requiring a good plan 
for signal-less emergency situations. 
Planning thoroughly for the ferry and the 
island’s communication challenges —                  
and articulating these plans to attendees 
— is a necessary layer of logistics.

Know the Lodging Limitations

Similar to the rest of Door County, fi nding 
lodging for larger groups is a challenge 
that requires planning well in advance, 
especially during the busy summer season. 

Jennelle recommends considering the 
island’s campground for a low-cost 
option (rustic cabins are available) and 
fi nding resort-style options that have 
shared common areas. “Cedar Lodge 
and Gibson’s give you more of that 
family-reunion feel, with the different 
little cabins and shared areas,” she said. 
A comprehensive listing of all island 
rentals, resorts, cottages and hotels is at 
WashingtonIsland.com/Accommodations.

Island Icons
Washington Island has endless natural beauty on tap, but you 
don’t want to overlook these unique experiences:
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Rehearsal Dinners | Weddings
Private Parties
Lunch | Dinner | Brunch
Wine & Cheese Pairing

Our world 
class chef and 
attentive staf f 

will bring 
your wedding 
dr eams to life!

Casual Fine Dining

Egg Harbor, WI
920.868.1333 • Doorartisancheese.com   

Booking 
2019 & 2020 

Dates

Lay the foundation for future traditions with an elegant 
table setting that exudes warmth…and love!

7798 Hwy 42, Egg Harbor | 920-868-2651 | shop@dcnw.biz
www.doorcountynatureworks.com

Celebrating 25 Years!

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Weddings/Receptions
• Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties
• Vineyard/Wine Tours
• Sporting Events/Tailgating

• Airport Transfers

920-470-9495

The Fiddler’s Farm
a  ru st ic  barn  venu e

Minutes from 
downtown 

Sturgeon Bay
920.559.3460

t h e f i d d l e r s f a r m . c o m
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4135 HWY 42 /  F ISH CREEK /  920.868.3634
c o o k e r y f i s h c r e e k . c o m

SHOWERS
REHEARSAL DINNERS 

WEDDINGS
POST-WEDDING BRUNCH

breakfast, lunch and dinner
american casual fare with an emphasis on local ingredients

waterview
private dining available

seated dining for up to 45, cocktail-style for larger groups

Full Service Salon
Hair | Make-Up
Nails | Massage

920.868.5225 | 4614 Harbor School Road
Egg Harbor, WI

Ballroom Dance Lessons



Megan + Louis
Timeless Lakeside Love at Gordon Lodge



Megan had just relocated to Chicago 
from Minneapolis when her visiting friends 
encouraged her to meet new people in 
the area — starting with the handsome 
man at the bar where they were. She 
eventually introduced herself to Louis, 
who was earning his paramedic degree. 
A month had passed when they crossed 
paths in Wicker Park and realized they 
were practically neighbors. “I guess you 
can say it was a bit of fate that brought   
us together,” Megan said. 

After a Christmas engagement, they 
wanted to get married within the year. 
Luckily, a cancellation at Gordon Lodge 
allowed the couple to book a date nine 
months away, in late September. Their 
rustic and romantic vision came to life 
on an unseasonably warm, fall day, 
which was capped o� with a campfire 
and  after-party at the resort’s bar, Top 
Deck. “Door County is a great getaway 
for a weekend and a special place for us,” 
Megan said. “We loved that our guests 
could be on site together and enjoy the 
beauty of Lake Michigan without going 
too far.”

Megan + Louis



Cottage Engagement
Megan’s family cabin is on the inland Clark Lake in Door County, which is where the 
couple was spending their Christmas when Louis popped the question. “He wrapped 
the ring in a box within a box with weights to avoid being obvious,” Megan said. 
“Needless to say, I was quite surprised — yet a bit suspicious — when opening!”

Planning Simplified
By working with Door County Event Planners and Gordon Lodge, event planning 
went smoothly. “We are very decisive and knew what we were looking for, so that 
made our process pretty easy!” Megan said. All events took place at the resort, 
which also made it easy for guests to navigate.

Nautical & Woodsy
The couple embraced the natural surroundings of the peninsula and used rustic,    
yet modern elements to create a romantic and autumnal vibe. Lots of greenery, dark 
florals and candles rounded out the mood.

Cozy Touches
Although the fall weather was fantastic and warmer than usual, guests were offered 
blankets to take to their seats during the outdoor ceremony in case of cooler 
conditions.

Planning Advice 
Don’t overcomplicate things, and go with your gut. Plan ahead if you’re doing 
anything DIY!



MEGAN + LOUIS

Vendors
PLANNER: 
Door County Event Planners

PHOTOGRAPHER: 
Kate Weinstein Photo

RECEPTION VENUE: Gordon Lodge

CATERING: Gordon Lodge

CAKE: Pink Bakery

FLORIST: Roorbach Flowers

WEDDING SUITE: Sparkvites

HAIR AND MAKEUP: 
Jen Ronning from Sparkle Darling
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Simple … Elegant … Delicious 
Wedding & Any-Occasion Cakes

 Cupcakes & Desserts

Jacksonport, Door County WI
www.fl ourgirlpati ssier.com

Simple … Elegant … Delicious 

FlourGirl Patissier

www.spikeandapril.com
(920) 743-2614 or (612) 210-4500

Spike & April
Let us provide memorable acoustic music 

for your wedding ceremony.
We play a wide mix of jazz, blues, light rock, oldies, reggae, & originals.

And we can play your song suggestions.

NORTHWOODS WEDDINGS
RUSTIC AND ROMANTIC

Outdo or C eremonies
Re ceptions  up to  350

Work hand in hand with our event planner, Kim Bell. 
She will help create the wedding day of your dreams!

6626 HWY 42 • Egg Harbor, WI
(920) 868.3888 • thelogden.com
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RECLA IMEDDOORCOUNTY.COM/WEDDING

Love Story

Wokshop

D o o r C o u n t y- -

Wedding Invite

Add a personal touch to your
wedding with our handcrafted
wooden signs. Let us create a
custom piece perfect for the
entrance to your wedding and
reception or come in with your
wedding/bachelorette party for
your own unique diy workshop.

Wedding Invite

Reception EntranceReception Entrance

Angela 
Lensch 
Jewelry

www. AngelaLenschGallery.com
920-868-5088 | 7653 STATE HWY 42, EGG HARBOR, WI 54209
OPEN MAY-OCT 10:00AM - 5:00PM  CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

www. AngelaLenschGallery.com
Handwoven Door County Jewelry

 CUSTOM  MADE  BRIDAL  JEWELRY

3.375 x 4.875

Open Year Round | 920.854.4733 | Ephraim
sacredgroundsspa.com

A COMPLETE 
WELLNESS EXPERIENCE

Massage, Skin Care & Yoga

at SACRED GROUNDS

Celebrating 20 Years!



Gaar + Sunil
A Refined, International Rendezvous at About Thyme Farm



Gaar and Sunil’s love story spans the globe. After a serendipitous meeting 
at a concert in their home city of Abu Dhabi, Sunil surprised Gaar with 
an elaborate sunset sailing proposal in the Sydney Harbour. The couple 
settled on Door County for their special day because of Gaar’s childhood 
connection to this special part of the world — his grandparents own a 
cottage on Riley’s Bay — and its idyllic scenery. 

About Thyme Farm in Baileys Harbor provided everything the couple 
needed for their “refined, rustic and queer as hell” wedding celebration. 
Their ceremony, o¯ciated by a dear friend, overlooked a sunny cornfield 
where the couple exchanged vows in front of a beautiful arch made by 
Gaar’s father. Cocktail hour sprawled across the lawn and featured an 
array of Wisconsin, Australian and Middle Eastern beer, wine, cocktails 
and appetizers, incorporating the tastes of their travels. The theme of 
international cuisine continued inside the farm’s historic barn, where 
an elegant dinner was served atop wooden tables sprinkled with dried 
lavender. Cherry pies from Koepsel’s Farm Market — plus lamingtons, 
pavlovas and assorted pastries from the couple’s favorite Syrian bakery in 
Abu Dhabi — ended the formal a�air before the dance floor burst to life 
with a meticulously curated playlist crafted by the couple.

A Global Destination Wedding
With roots in Australia and the Middle East, Sunil and Gaar knew this would be the first 
time stateside for many of their guests. They took their responsibility as hosts seriously by 
planning several days’ worth of opt-in group activities in Door County before and after 
the wedding, including a sunset fish boil at the Old Post Office and a day trip to the Cana 
Island lighthouse.

Playing Tour Guide
“We loved showing off Door County to the people we love, but it did feel like a 
responsibility,” Gaar said. “We knew we’d be asked all the questions — Where’s the best 
brunch? How do I get from A to B? — so instead of fielding all the questions, we planned 
an extremely detailed, robust wedding website for guests to reference.”

Tailored to Perfection
Planning a wedding from the UAE has some perks, such as access to world-class tailors. 
Gaar worked with an amazing fashion designer from Côte d’Ivoire to design an outfit that 
evoked another era (think Prince meets 19th-century British cavalry officer), while Sunil 
aimed for a turn-of-the-century gentleman using fabric from India.

Breaking with Tradition
“As an LGBTQ couple, we perhaps had a bit more luxury in not having pressure to do things 
a certain way,” Sunil said. The couple questioned traditions that are needlessly gendered 
by pairing their wedding party in same-sex couples and asking Gaar’s niece to be the ring 
girl and Sunil’s nephew to be the flower boy.  

Planning Advice 
Ask for advice and opinions! We were obviously not the first gay couple to get married, 
let alone the first couple. Hearing from others what worked and what didn’t work for them 
was a good exercise, even if they had a different perspective or aesthetic. 
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Premier waterfront location for your rehearsal dinner, 
wedding reception, ceremony, etc.

_______________________________________________
Exceptional cuisine created just for you. Indoor seating up to 180 guests.

600 Nautical Drive • Sturgeon Bay, WI
(920) 743.6934 • sturgeonbayyachtclub.com
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Sturgeon Bay
Yacht Club

Angela 
Lensch 
Jewelry

www. AngelaLenschGallery.com
920-868-5088 | 7653 STATE HWY 42, EGG HARBOR, WI 54209
OPEN MAY-OCT 10:00AM - 5:00PM  CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

www. AngelaLenschGallery.comwww. AngelaLenschGallery.com
Handwoven Door County Jewelry

 CUSTOM  MADE  BRIDAL  JEWELRY

Casual to Formal 
Wear • Accessories

(920)487-3711
tinamariesboutique.com

Open by Appointment
Downtown Algoma, WI

WOOD ORCHARD
MARKET

WOOD ORCHARD
MARKET

Wedding Headquarters

                                     Ceremony Desserts,
                Wedding Favors, Specialty Items for 
Gift Baskets, Wedding Party Thank You Gifts

Located in beautiful
Door County, just north
of Egg Harbor on Hwy 42

                                     Ceremony Desserts,
                Wedding Favors, Specialty Items for 
Gift Baskets, Wedding Party Thank You Gifts

                                     Ceremony Desserts,

Local cherries are featured in our 
jams, jellies and more. Try our 
popular Cherry Salsa, homemade 
Cherry Strudel and fresh home-
made fudge.  Samples galore!

A large selection of art and decor 
fill the walls with style and design.
Gifts available for all ages!

Truly Unique. Totally Delicious.
Very Door County.
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Vendors
PLANNER: Door County Event Planners

PHOTOGRAPHER: Michael Segal Photography

RECEPTION VENUE: About Thyme Farm

CATERING: Thyme Cuisine & Catering

FLORIST: Flora Special Occasion Flowers

DJ: ACA Entertainment

TRANSPORTATION: Door County Trolley

GAAR + SUNIL
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Turn your wedding into a vacation.
As we’ve talked about elsewhere in this guide, 
Door County’s reputation as a tourism destination 
means that many lodging properties have two- and 
three-night minimums during the summer and fall 
months. The easiest way to get around this is to set 
your guests’ expectations appropriately right away 
by encouraging them to make a long weekend (or 
more!) out of the wedding experience. There’s more 
than enough happening on the peninsula to keep 
just about anyone busy, and they’ll get some time to 
enjoy a place that’s special to you. 

Plan a few things, but give guests plenty 
of free time.
If you have friends and family heading to Door 
County for several days, you might be tempted — or 
even feel obligated — to have plans made for them 
the second they hit the county line. One groom 
said, “We planned two events in addition to our 
actual wedding: a casual get-together at a bar the 
evening before the wedding, and a bu� et brunch 
the day after. This gave people time to explore Door 
County, and it made for a very chill experience for 
everyone.”

Be Our 
Guest

Erin Jean Photography

According to an unoffi cial Door County Living poll, the primary goal for couples planning a 
wedding is to create a memorable event for their guests. One bride-to-be went so far as to say, 
“Honestly, I couldn’t care less about whether I have a good time. Seeing my parents, siblings, 
other family and all of our friends having a great time is the most important thing to me.” 

Selfl ess comments aside, it’s one thing to want your guests to have the best time, but it’s 
another thing to make sure it happens. Here are a few small ways to ensure your guests have 
an unforgettable time at your Door County wedding.

Erin Jean Photography
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Give suggestions for activities on 
your website, or include them in your 
wedding invitations.
Having a short list of things you love to do in Door 
County on your wedding website or as an insert 
with your wedding invitations can go a long way, 
especially with guests who have never visited the 
peninsula. If you have a story about why you love 
a particular restaurant or hiking trail, include it.          
It helps people make the connection about why  
you love this place so much. 

It’s also a good idea to add links to your site (the 
Door County Visitor Bureau website comes to mind) 
so that guests can get more information before 
they arrive. Also encourage guests to pick up a 
copy of the Peninsula Pulse when they arrive in the 
county because it will have the most up-to-date 
listings for events, festival calendars and live music. 

Make it easy for them.
It sounds obvious, but the best way to ensure 
guests have a great time is to remove challenges 
for them. If your wedding venue is on uneven 
footing — on a beach or in a forest — let guests 
know that high heels probably aren’t the best 
idea. If your ceremony will be held outside and 
the weather could be chilly, suggest wearing extra 
layers. If you have a lot of out-of-town guests, have 
directions to venues ready for them, and designate 
a person they can call if they have any questions. 
Arrange transportation so there’s nothing for 
them to worry about. If it makes sense, prepare 
guest bags that include water and snacks so they 
don’t have to worry about finding a gas station or 
grocery store. Most of the time, it’s not about the 
food, or the music, or the favors they take home — 
it’s about a seamless, stress-free experience.

Add some simple interactive details to 
the event.
Put some thought into simple activities during 
the event can add more fun for guests, such as a 
'grammable photo station or photo booth, a table 
with entertainment options for the younger kids, a 
variety of lawn games or simply o�ering various 
areas to gather so those who don’t want to dance 
all night can still have a space to socialize or 
relax. Thoughtful touches such as s'mores kits and 
take-home can koozies are small, but memorable 
touches that are unexpected treats.

Send them home with something local.
If you’re giving out wedding favors, think about 
things that have ties to Door County. Because we’re 
known for our cherry crop, you can never go wrong 
with something cherry-related: small jars of cherry 
jam, chocolate-covered cherries or cherry bounce. 
Couples we know have sent guests home with 
miniature containers of Door County maple syrup 
from Jorns’ Sugar Bush, handmade Door County 
Love Artisan Granola, chocolate tru¼es from DC 
Chocolate Design and peanut brittle from Uncle 
Tom’s in Ellison Bay.

Erin Jean PhotographyGavyn Taylor Photography



A Sunny & Soulful Ceremony at Woodwalk Gallery

Sasha + Phillip



From the moment Sasha and Phillip got engaged at the Sears Tower in 
their home city of Chicago, they knew they wanted their wedding to be 
a seriously soulful and fun celebration. The couple decided to exchange 
vows in Door County because of its relaxed vibes. Beginning with an 
intimate, grassroots ceremony, guests went from crying happy tears 
to reveling in a playful cocktail hour featuring the live music of Mike 
Ammons & The Water Street Hot Shots. It wasn’t long before Sasha and 
her bridal party were joyously dancing barefoot in the grass. A dinner of 
delicious paella served family style led into heartfelt speeches peppered 
with lots of laughter. The day ended in the barn at Woodwalk Gallery, 
where Sasha and Phillip kicked o� the reception with a Johnny Cash 
and June Carter Cash duet before handing over the reins to their friend, 
a DJ, who kept everyone dancing late into the night. “We loved getting 
married in Door County!” Sasha said. “For a quaint little peninsula, there 
is so much soul. It’s such a sweet and intimate place, with so many 
talented and kind people.”

Peanut Butter Jelly Time
The groom absolutely loves PB&J, so the couple’s cake mimicked these flavors: 
FlourGirl Patissier baked a red-velvet cake with raspberry jam and peanut-butter 
buttercream. 

A Floral Affair
From a floral bridal crown to the pergola and custom “sheafs” of blooms guests 
enjoyed as they entered the ceremony space, Sasha worked closely with Blossoms 
Flower House to make her floral visions a reality.

One Part of a Whole
Sasha and Phillip approached their wedding as “a celebration of two souls, two 
families, many communities.” The couple worked meticulously with a close friend to 
create a custom ceremony that involved guests, finding inspiration through reading 
poetry, researching Native American ceremonies and studying mindfulness practices.   

Planning Advice 
Take advantage of the beautiful land and water, and don’t let planning become a 
stressor. If you find yourself stressing over something, drop it for a while and find 
something fun to do instead!

A Sunny & Soulful Ceremony at Woodwalk Gallery
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Vendors
PHOTOGRAPHER: Andrea Naylor Photography

RECEPTION VENUE: Woodwalk Gallery

CATERING: McEvoy’s Culinaria Deli and Catering

CAKE: FlourGirl Patissier

FLORIST: Blossoms Flower House

MUSIC: Mike Ammons & The Water Street Hot Shots

SASHA + PHILLIP
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How’s this for a bold statement: Door County is the best place     
to have a bachelor and/or bachelorette party. 

The reason is simple: There’s a ton of fun stuff to do. Whether 
your group is looking for nightlife, a low-key celebration or 
something in between, we’ve rounded up our best ideas to make   
a Door County getaway with your best buds a blast.

Take to the Lake
No journey to Door County is complete without some time on the water. 
Rent a pontoon boat or jet-skis out of Ephraim or Sister Bay, load up 
some food and drinks, and bounce around the harbors of Northern 
Door. If you’re looking for something a bit more calm, there are plenty 
of places to rent paddle boats, paddleboards, canoes and kayaks. Or, 
you can leave the driving and locomotion to someone else entirely by 
booking your crew on the Nora Door, the giant party vessel that docks 
at the Sister Bay marina. Prefer to admire the water from dry land? Take 
your pick from the nearly 30 beaches that dot the peninsula’s shoreline. 

Hit the Links
If your gang loves to golf, you’re in the right place. Door County is home 
to no fewer than nine golf courses, so a challenge awaits every level 
of player. From the accessible nine at Stonehedge to the immaculate 
fairways of Horseshoe Bay, you’re never more than a short drive from a 
tee box. If you’re afraid your squad just might do some damage on the 
big course, you can compete on a smaller scale at the mini-golf courses 
in Sister Bay and Ephraim. The competition can be just as intense and fun 
for a lot less money.

Piggyback on an Event or Festival
Festival weekends promise loads of fun and many combinations of great 
food, live music, games, special drinks and opportunities to socialize and 
exercise your right to party. Some bachelor and bachelorette favorites 
include Fyr Bal in Ephraim, Uncork Summer in Ellison Bay, Door County 
Beer Fest in Baileys Harbor, Door County Wine Fest in Sturgeon Bay, 
Pumpkin Patch in Egg Harbor and Fall Fest in Sister Bay. If your group is 
up for combining fun with fitness, the Door County Half Marathon and 
Fall 50 run make running a social sport.

Keep It Low Key
Take the crew to any of the boutique yoga studios on the peninsula: 
Ironwood in Sister Bay, Junction Center Yoga in Egg Harbor or Door 
County Yoga in Sturgeon Bay, to name a few. If a classic spa day is part 
of the plan, try the Lavender Spa in Fish Creek, Spa at Sacred Grounds in 
Ephraim, Spa Verde in Egg Harbor or Saguaro Day Spa in Sturgeon Bay.
 
Or, do what thousands do in Door County every summer: take advantage 
of the peninsula’s five state parks or 19 county parks. You’ll find group 
camping sites at Peninsula or Potawatomi State Parks, or take it to the 
back country at Newport State Park near Ellison Bay, where all sites are 
accessible by foot only. Go even more off the grid by hopping a couple 
of ferries to Rock Island State Park, the most remote camping in the 
area. Wherever you roam, you’ll find miles of hiking and biking trails with 
fantastic views.

Bachelor & Bachelore�e
DOOR COUNTY Style

All photos by Len Villano
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Brewery Tour 
If your crew loves a hoppy IPA or a locally crafted pilsner, take a tour of one of the 
peninsula’s growing number of craft breweries. Egg Harbor is home to the Shipwrecked 
and One Barrel Brewing Company taprooms. While you’re in the neighborhood, try a craft 
cocktail at Hatch Distilling Company down the street. 

Farther south, you’ll find Starboard Brewing’s nano-brewery on 3rd Avenue in Sturgeon 
Bay and the new Bridge Up Brewing Company at Sonny’s on the city’s west side. End 
your sampling tour with a two-for-one stop in Baileys Harbor, where Hacienda Brewing 
Company is located in the Door County Brewing Co. Taproom and Music Hall — home to 
great live music all year long on weekends. 

Immerse Yourself in the Arts
Take an instructed class at the Peninsula School of Art in Fish Creek or DIY your own creative 
project at Reclaimed Workshop, Clink Craft Studio, Hands On Art or Stone Silo Studio. Take 
in a performance by any of our awesome theater troupes, or hear live music at one of 
our many performing-arts venues. Check the schedules for the free, outdoor community 
concerts that take place almost every night of the week during the summer months. 
Interested in visual art and meeting local artists? Pick up a Door County Arts Map to create 
your own arts crawl. 

Night Life
The sophistication of the Door County food scene has been turned up several notches during 
the last decade, with innovative chefs and master mixologists crafting a new wave of cuisine. 
Warm up with creative cocktails, a classic Wisconsin old fashioned or an award-winning 
wine list. Then take your pick of steakhouses, retro supper clubs, gastropubs and fine dining. 
If your group favors pub grub, that’s always on offer, too. 

And though you won’t find a club scene here, you will find plenty of places to party when the 
sun goes down. Let loose at local taverns and bars, or crawl through the beer gardens of 
Sister Bay, where live music rolls through the street almost every night of the summer.

Do Something Unconventional
Take in a double feature at the Skyway Drive-In, one of the last drive-in movie theaters in 
the state. Take a ferry ride to Washington Island to explore all that it has to offer. (See our 
island-wedding article on page 56.) Pet all the animals at The Farm in Sturgeon Bay or Plum 
Loco Animal Farm in Egg Harbor. Ride horseback through the forest at Kurtz Corral, or learn 
about farming and hold baby goats during one of Door County Creamery’s farm tours. (Can 
your friends say they held baby goats at their parties? Probably not.) Revel in a farm-to-
table dinner with locally sourced ingredients courtesy of Door County Underground, or flex 
your culinary muscles at the Savory Spoon Cooking School in Ellison Bay. 

Enjoy the Off-Season
Planning your party for winter? Spend the day cross-country skiing, snowshoeing or sledding 
on Hill 17 in Fish Creek’s Peninsula State Park before heading to the Bayside for a Bayside 
Coffee (sparks will fly) and a big bowl of chili. Another option is the Fish Creek Winter 
Festival, typically held the first weekend in February. It’s a must-do off-season experience 
that offers quirky games, live music, food and beverages under a big tent and fireworks over 
the ice. The following weekend, play in or watch the Door County Pond Hockey Tournament, 
a high-energy event that brings more than 50 hockey teams to the inland Kangaroo Lake.
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A Fresh Take
on Traditions

As the world and the wedding industry evolve, so do 
the tastes and preferences of modern couples. It can 
be a delicate balancing act to navigate which traditions 
you choose to carry on in your wedding celebration 
and which you forgo or tweak. Here are some 
alternatives for modern couples to consider.

Rather than spending the majority of the biggest day of their 
lives avoiding each other, some couples are opting for a 
“first look”: a chance to have a private moment, relieve some 
nerves and capture some intimate photos.

Paper Antler Photography

Pre-Ceremony Separation

Bejeweled hair accessories, floral crowns, capes and 
removable trains are other ways to add that extra flair.

Artemis Photography

To Veil or Not to Veil

10716 N. Bay Shore Dr. * Sister Bay

BOATHOUSEON THE BAY
DOOR COUNTY      WISCONSIN
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The perfect location, with one of the 
best views in Door County!

920-854-3223 • www.boathousedcw.com
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the Rooftop
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Rather than tying people to their seats for the duration of a 
dinner, some modern couples are opting to serve a rotation of 
meal-equivalent hors d’oeuvres. This allows the mingling and 
conversations to continue and can save on cost and time.

Whether as a personal preference or cost-saving measure, 
reusing the engagement ring during the ceremony’s ring 
exchange is increasingly common.

Gavyn Taylor PhotographyAndrea Naylor Photography

Adding a Wedding Band A Formal Dinner

Bouquet + Garter Toss

To involve guests and reduce frequently clinking glassware, ask 
guests to complete a task before requesting the kiss. For example, 
they must sing a love song, model a kiss for the couple to mimic 
or share a piece of marriage advice.

If you want to avoid the scrambling, use the items as prizes for 
the winning couple of the “how many years married” dance. 
Or, simply broaden the fun by making the catching coed 
(anyone may line up to catch either object), or invite singles 
and those who are already attached to make the catch.

Erin Jean PhotographyPaper Antler Photography

Clinking Glasses



Liz + Kris
Ethereal Bohemian 
Nuptials at Björklunden



By the time Liz and Kris met at the altar, they had been together for         
12 years. During that time, the pair had made the trip from Phoenix to Kris’ 
family cabin near Baileys Harbor multiple times a year. On one such visit, 
Kris popped the question at the same place where they would eventually 
get married: Björklunden’s Boynton Chapel, designed after a 12th-century 
Norwegian church. Planning out of state was a challenge, but Door 
County has distinctive elements that also made certain things easy. “It’s so 
naturally beautiful, you hardly need to accent your event space,” Liz said. 
They focused on creating a natural, earthy feel by using wooden tables, 
log seats and lots of greenery. Navigating logistics for travel proved to 
be the largest challenge, but family and local vendors assisted with other 
important details. “Door County is a small space brimming with so many 
talented people, you’d be hard pressed to find that kind of magic in a 
major metropolitan area,” Liz said.

Lush Forest Vibes
Being desert dwellers, Liz and Kris have always been drawn to the lush, 
mossy forests of Door County, which become even more vibrant in the fall, 
making it the perfect time of year to tie the knot in the place they loved 
most. 

Mood Boards
“Kris and I have a lot in common, so pulling together a collective vision 
was easy,” Liz said. They pulled inspiration from their lives — favorite films, 
music, 1970’s fashion and Tolkien books — and created mood boards on 
Pinterest to guide their vision.

Small and Sentimental
The couple kept their wedding small to ensure that they could spend 
their time with the most important people (and Pomeranian) in their lives.     
“My bridesmaids were my sister and her wife; Kris’ uncle o¯ciated; and 
that was basically the whole wedding party! At the end of the day, we 
wanted the day to be about us, [and] not be a big blowout party.”

Double the Dresses
Liz wore a custom-fitted gown for the ceremony and changed into a 
loose-fitting Free People dress for the second half of the celebration for 
better ease of movement and more comfort during the celebration feast!

Planning Advice
Don’t let anyone push their agenda on you. Plan your wedding to 
celebrate your love, not create the party of the year. It goes by so fast, 
even when it’s a tiny one like mine! Which is also why your photographer 
is so important: Hire one you love so you can relive it over and over.



Vendors
PHOTOGRAPHER: Artemis Photography

VENUE: Boynton Chapel at Björklunden

CATERING: Al Johnson’s

CAKE: FlourGirl Patissier

FLORIST: Flora Special Occasion Flowers

HAIR: Shear Style Plus Salon

LIZ + KRIS
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A Door County Waterfront Resort
107 North 1st Avenue • Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235
 (920) 746-9004  •  www.stoneharbor-resort.com

On-site 
Ceremonies

&
Receptions

• Seats 350 guests comfortably

• 161 Suites and Rooms

• Professional Staff and Coordinators

Stone Harbor Resort & Conference Center
107 North 1st Avenue • Sturgeon Bay

(920) 746-0700 • www.stoneharbor-resort.com
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